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In Shakespeare’s Henry IV ; the Prince who is destined
to ascend the throne of England is depicted as a gay, irre-
sponsible carouser. He is the playboy of the royal household,
and, in frequenting taverns and consorting with the habituées,
he acquires quite a motley crew of companions. His coronation
sees the beginning of a complete character transformation.
Prince Hal, the idol of Falstaff and his petty-thieving crew,
now crystallizes into King Henry V, an ambitious, hard-
driving opportunist. Where Prince Hal’s problems were con-

fined to the pursuit of pleasure, at the opening of Henry V, we

find King Harry on the threshold of a full scale war with

France.
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