SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY

OF THE MONTREAL Y.M.C.A. @ DRUMMOND ST., MONTREAL 25, CANADA

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
AND VICE-CHANCELLOR June 30, 1962,

As my last act as Principal of Sir George Williams
University and Schools, I want to express to my colleagues
my sincere appreciation and thanks for their work and co-
operation over the years. When I was installed as Principal
I tried to indicate my belief that an institution like ours
depends on the active effort of all its leaders. 1In this
I was sincere and I still believe that it is true.

The type of friendship which develops from the mutual
efforts of like-minded people has a special nature and
is of particular value. I hope you will accept this as
a very inadequate but sincere expression of thanks for
such a friendship.

I am also deeply appreciative of the friendly and
moving tributes which have been given to me in the past
few weeks. I am especially grateful for the thoughtful
and very substantial gifts which have made possible the
establishment of scholarships in my name. This is par-
ticularly pleasing for several reasons, among which are
the fact that it is intimately related to Sir George Williams,
where I have spent most of my working life, that it will
go to help other people, and also that all the members
of my family seem to be so pleased by it. My wife joins
me in sincerely thanking all who made it possible.

Finally, may I ask that the new Principal may have
the same degree of helpful support which has been so gen-
erously given to me. The time ahead will not be easy.

It is my faith, however, that magnificent things are pos-
sible to those who work together for great causes.

May you and yours be greatly blessed in the days which
lie ahead:

Yours sincerely,

Henry F. Hall
Principal
HFH/eb
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DR. HENRY HALL
To retire June 30

Williams University,

ROBERT C. RAE
assumes pest in July
A\t By WOUTER DE WET

Robert C. Rae, dean and vice-principal of Sir George

has been appointed principal of the

university, following the retirement of Dr. Henry F. Hall
At a meeting of the corporation of the university last

night it was announced that Dr.
duties at the end of the current academic year.

Hall will relinquish his
Dean Rae

will formally assume his new post in July

Dr. Hall, who has been on the,

staff of Sir George Williams
for 36 years, will continue to
be associated with the univer-
sity in a number of special edu-
cation assignments.

Mr. Rae was appointed dean
of Sir George Williams in 1956.
Earlier this year he also as-
sumed the post of vice-princi-
pal. He is a graduate of the
University of Toronto where he
obtained a Bachelor of Arts
at Trinity College, and a Bache-
lor of Social Work at the
School of Social Work.
also. a Scholar in Theology
(Trinity College).

Before his appointment at Sir
George Williams University,
Dean Rae was secretary of adult
program of the National Coun-
cil of YMCAs of Canada.

Dean Rae comes to the post

of principal at a particularly!

challenging period when the

university is on the threshhold

of expansion both in its physical
facilities, its student enrolment
and 1ts academic content.

. Hall, who retires after six
)eah as princ.pal, attended
McGill and Eastern Universities, |
graduating with a Bachelor of|
Arts degree. He also received a

Licentiate of Religious Educa-|

tion from the Montreal Diocesan |
Theological College, following|
he attended Harvar(l
University for graduate work.
Dr. Hall was appointed stu-
dent counsellor of the Univer

sity in 1926, Dean in 1935 and|

his |

principal in 1956. During
36 years at Sir George he has
the student
grow from 800 to 8,000.

Dr. Hall is a modest man who

_ attributes very little of this phe-

nomenal growth to his own ef-
forts. But a colleague who has
known him for many years de-
clared that during his 36 years
at Sir George Dr. Hall “has
been one of the driving forces
and a constdnt inspiration to us

- e —

He is

enrolment’

all. His contributions in
fact, immeasurable.”

Dr. Hall’s initial appdintment
as a student counsellor was a
bold pioneering step in Cana-
dian education which has since
been followed by many other
institutions. It has also, to a
large extent, determined the
progressive and sympathetic ap-
proach that Sir George Wil-
liams displays towards its stu-
dents.

Dr. Hall himself has defined
the role of the university as
follows: “In accordance with its
origin, its background and its
basis of support, it has as its
aim the development of per-
sons . . . In our humble way,
we want to play our particular
part, for we believe that we do

are

‘have a special role in the life

of this city and country.”
Dr. Hall has also been active
community affairs outside
the university. He has heen|
president of the
Counselling and Placement As-
sociation; president of the St.
{Ceurge’s School of Montreal.
president of the Montreal chap
er of the Royal Asirenomical|
|Society of Canads. He is 5 mem-|
|ber of the board of zZoevernors|
lof the Montreal Diocesan Theo-
logical College and also holds
|several national YMCA posts.
Dr. Hall was awarded the
degree Doctor of Laws by Me-
|Master University in 1956 and
the degree Doctor of Divinity
by the Montreal Diocesan Theo-
logical Cellege in 1960.
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Dr. Hall Will Retire

Henry F. Hall, B.A., L.R.E.,
LLD., D.D., principal and
vice-chancellor of Sir George
Williams University, who has
been associated with that in-
stitution for more than 35
years, will retire from the
post next June 30.

The announcement of Dr.
Hall’'s retirement was con-
firmed yesterday by the Cor-

DR. HENRY HALL

poration of the university and
accepted with ‘“‘deep regret”
by its members. He will be
succeeded by Dean Robert
C. Rae.

Dr. Hall, who leaves the
top adminmistrative position on
the eve of the university’s
recently-announced $10,000,000
expansion program, recalled
the early days of the ‘college’
and its schools up to today
when it is widely recognized
as one of the outstanding in-
stitutions of its kind in North
America.

“To measure the role that
Dr. Hall has played in this
tremendous’ growth would be
a difficult thing,” declared
one of his close associates.
“It will suffice to say that he

"~ has been one of the driving

forces and a constant inspira-
tion to us all. His contribu-
tions are, in face, immeasure-
able.”

The retiring principal, who
marks his 65th birthday this
year, brought a wealth of

knowledge and understanding
to his first task at Sir George.
In 1926 he was named student
consellor the first time
such an appointment had been
made on a full-time basis by
any Canadian college.

“At that time many educa-
tors considered such an ap-
pointment as a ‘frill’ ’, Dr.
Hall commented. ‘‘However,
the late Dr. Owen Stredder,
who was then principal, be-
lieved the position to be
primary. . fundamental to the
functions of a progressive col-
lege.” Thirty-six years ago
this was a bold decision, par-
ticularly since the new coun-
sellor was one of only three
staff members.

Born in Cowansville, Dr. Hall
received his early education
there. During the First World
War he served overseas with
the 42nd Battalion of the Royal
Highlanders of Canada.

He attended McGill Univer-
sity and took his postgraduate
studies at Harvard University.
He was also granted a licen-
tiate of religious education by
the Montreal Diocesan Theolo-
gical College and the degree of
Doctor of Laws by McMaster
University. :

Dr. Hall recalled the first
course he conducted at Sir
George — in biology “at the
high school level” — during
the 1926-27 term.

Enrolment In Course
Three to 750

Five years later he developed
the college’s Natural Science
course — one in which he con-
tinues to lecture — and in that
first class, enrolment stood at
three. Today, attendance has
soared to around 750,

Dr. Hall was named dean in
1935, and principal in 1956,
succeeding the late Dr. Ken-
neth E. Norris. He was ap-
pointed vice-chancellor two
years ago.

The principal, who is still af-
fectionately addressed as ‘Dean
Hall’ by many of the 6,000
graduates, has in recent years
been a strong advocate of a
more extensive Grade 12 sys-
tem whereby high school stu-
dents could have another year
for maturity while taking the
equivalent of a first-year uni-

versity course. This, he feels
would, in part, cut down the
high failure rate in the first
year by easing the re-adjust-
ment from high school to uni-
versity studies.

Typical of his modesty and
his character, Dr. Hall, on the
occasion of his installation as
principal, declared:

“. . . I recognize that I hap-
pen to be only the focal point

DEAN RAE

of this ceremony. This event
is, of course, not primarily for
me. I am on this occasion but a
symbol.

“Institutions, if they be good,
worthy and democratic, are not
determined nor controlled by
one person. Individuals come
and go and the best contribution
of the individual is to so build
that the movement and the in-
stitution, may better serve.”

To Dr. Hall, Sir George Wil-
liams University “in accord-
ance with its origin, its back-
ground and its basis of support,
has as its aim the development
of persons . . . In our humble
way, we want to play our parti-
cular part; for we believe that
we do have a special role in the
life of this city and country.”

There is no question the prin-
cipal, over his long association
with the college-then-university,
has more than added his con-
tributions to this role.

Probably the one particular
event in his educational career
that will remain longest in his
fond memories of the university
is yet to come. Dr. Hall has
been asked to deliver the 1962
Spring Convocation address on
June 1.
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SGWU's ‘Dean’ Hall. .. A 'True Friend” OF Students

THE GAZETTE, SATURDAY, JULY 23, 1966

Dr. Henry F. Hall, principal emeritus of Sir George
Williams University, this summer is completing a book trac-
ing the almost 100-year history of the educational program of

the YMCA and Sir George.

The book notes that in 1926 the then-Sir George Williams
College appointed a full-time student counsellor to the staff

of the institution.

“In the light of later de-
velopments,” it continues, ‘‘it
is of great interest that in
this small and struggling col-
lege the leadership should
have considered that the third
member of the administrative
staff should be a counsellor
whose work would be entire-
ly devoted to students . . .”

Although Dr. Hall does not
mention the fact, he was the
one named to the job — the
first such appointment in any
Canadian college.

Today, he is completing 40
years of devoted service to
that university — during
which time ‘his name has
become synonymous with Sir
George. He will retire at the
end of this month.

To the thousands of gradu-
ates who have'had the priv-
ilege of knowing and learning
from him, he is still “Dean”
Hall, a position he held from
1935 until he was named
principal and vice-chancellor
in 1962. Among fellow faculty
members he is known affec-
tionately as ‘“‘Harry.”

And his name will live for
many years to come in the
university’s new Henry F.
Hall Building at Burnside and
Bishop Sts., which will open
its doors officially next Oct.
14 — a fitting tribute to a
man who has given so much
of himself to the university

and the community in gen--

“eral.

Dr. Hall, who was named
governor emeritus of the uni-
versity two years ago, also

By Bob Hayes

has been awarded honorary
degrees by McMaster Univer-
sity, MecGill University, and
the Montreal Diocesan Theo-
logical College.

An excerpt from one of the
many sermons he has deliver-
ed to graduates at the annual
Baccalaureate Service prob-
ably best sums up Dr. Hall’s
philosophy of education:

“If I could teach young
people just one thing for their
guidance, it would be that
their lives are built by the
practices which they follow
day by day; and that these
lives that they build have a
significance far beyond the
range of our ordinary con-

cepts . . . Not stored knowl-
edge, but living attitudes,
abilities, systems of habits

are the true goal of educa-
tHon."t

Dr. Hall has been a true
friend to countless students —
a man whose office door was
always open to those with
problems. This was particu-
larly true during the earlier
days of the college when
“Dean” Hall was the one who
calmed the nervous high
school graduate and helped
him chart his college career.

“Dr. Hall is one in a
million,” one veteran faculty
member told The Gazette.
This was putting it simply,
but echoing the sentiments of
many.

Within the student body, he
probably is best remembered
for his lectures in natural
science. He instructed in the
course continuously from 1932
until the 1965-66 term when
some 1,300 students were
enrolled.

As an example of his under-
standing of students, he would
announce at the beginning of
each term that his opening
lecture would be given at the
close of the course. He realiz-
ed that no one paid any
attention on the first day of
classes.

Outside the campus, he has
been president of the Univer-
sity Counselling and Place-

LOCAL NEWS

ment Association, and of the
Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada, Montreal Section. He

also has served on the govern-

ing boards of several social
agencies and was president of
the Montreal Council of Social
Agencies from 1963 to 1966.
Dr. Hall is vice-president of
the Corporation of the Mont-
real Diocesan Theological Col-
lege and a member of the
executive committee of the
National Council of YMCAs of
Canada. He also has served
as vice-president of the Mont-
real branches of the UN
Assoclation of Canada and the
English-Speaking Union of the
Commonwealth.

He was the Canadian YM
CA’s first ‘“‘fellowship secre-
tary”’ — and to secretaries
across the country Dr. Hall
“in his quiet, humble and
kindly way is a man who
practices the tenets of the Y
in his everyday life to a
degree which may strive but
few achieve.” 2

Dr. Hall, who marked his
69th birthday last month,

plans to ‘‘keep busy” —
reading, writing and garden-
ing.

“T’ll quit while I'm ahead,”
he added with modesty. To
those who have been fortunate
to know him, Dr. Hall will
always be ahead.

54

(Gazette Photo Service)

On the eve of his retirement, Dr. Henry | Wi'iams University's new building on

F. Hall pauses in front of Sir George

Burpside St. — named in his honor.




