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Summary information

Repository: Concordia University Records Management and Archives

Title: Audio-Visual Department fonds

ID: I006

Date: 1957, 1965-1998 (date of creation)

Physical description: 0.6 m. of textual records
6 m. of photographs (prints, contact sheets, negatives, slides)
334 videocassettes
330 audio reels
147 video reels
29 film reels
17 compact cassettes
2 digital audio tapes.

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

With the formation of Concordia University in 1974, the Centre for Instructional Technology (CIT) at
Sir George Williams University (SGWU) and the Educational Media Centre (EMC) at Loyola College
combined their administrations to form the Concordia University Centre for Instructional Technology
(CIT). In 1975, CIT became the Concordia University Audio-Visual Department, a name it kept until its
merger with Computing Services to create Instructional & Information Technology Services (IITS), in
1998.
In the 1960s, the SGWU Centre for Instructional Technology was one of the first centralized audio-visual
units among the Canadian universities. It had been established in 1964, under the name of Instructional
Media Office (IMO) - which became CIT in 1969 - as a department to assist learning through the use and
understanding of audio-visual technology. It was part of the Office of the Vice-Principal (Academic) and
under the direction of Assistant Professor G. A. B. Moore. On October 1, 1970, the Centre was transferred
to report to the Vice-Principal, Administration and Finance.
At Concordia, the AV Department has mainly been part of the Vice-Rector, Services portfolio. Its
directors were Bernard (Ben) Queenan, from 1974 to 1986, and Mark Schofield, from 1987 to 1998.
In collaboration with the academic sector and other service units, the AV Department identified and
promoted appropriate technologies to facilitate the University audio-visual needs. It provided audio-visual
equipment and expertise for teaching and learning in classrooms, laboratories and at remote locations. Its
Visual Media Resources section (VMR) accumulated through the years a collection of films, videos, and
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DVDs for academic purposes (VMR was part of IITS between 1998 and 2003, and of Fine Arts after that).
And from the beginning, the AV department had a photographic and a graphics sections.
Originally intended as a teaching-aid department, the AV Department early opened its facilities to
University community at large, particularly to students (e.g. to CUTV members). For instance, in 1975
the Department established a learning centre called AVISTA (Audio Visual In-Service Technical Area)
to help students and faculty members learn to handle audio visual material, equipment and techniques.
AVISTA became MITE-AVISTA in November 1989, when it installed a Multi-media Interactive
Technology Environment (MITE).
The AV Department also had successful experiments in early distance education with local television
channels, in the 1960s and 1970s (e.g. University of the Air). From 1988, it became responsible for the
Concordia participation to CANAL Education Television, a Quebec consortium of education institutions
which provided facilities for the broadcast of courses on the television network.
To provide information on its services, the AV Department published between 1987 and 1994, a
newsletter called Fast Forward. Educational Technology, Concordia University Television (CUTV), Fine-
Arts, Cinema, and Modern Languages were some of the heavy users of the AV Department facilities. The
links with the Education department were particularly strong as one of its Faculty member, Gary Boyd,
was also Assistant Director, Research and Development, of the AV Department for most of its existence.

Scope and content

The fonds mainly documents the CIT and Concordia AV Department audio-visual productions and
photographs made for the University community. There are also some textual administrative records,
mostly composed of the documents of Gary Boyd, AV Assistant Director, Research & Development.
The fonds includes sound recordings (e.g. audio reels, compact cassettes) and moving images (e.g. film
reels, video reels, videocassettes). For instance, the fonds contains most of the original audio reels of the
SGWU Poetry series recorded for the English department between 1965 and 1974 (see the Concordia
SpokenWeb project which uses this material). The fonds also includes photographs made by the AV
Photographic section for the University community. This material is mainly composed of faculty and staff
portraits and pictures of University events, dated between 1979 and 1994.

Notes

Title notes

Immediate source of acquisition

The documents were transferred to the Records Management and Archives Department (RMA) by
the AV Department between 1983 and 1998 and by IITS, between 1999 and 2006. Dr. Gary Boyd
deposited his material in December 2010.
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Alternative form available

Only a few sound recordings and moving images have been reformatted for access.

Finding aids

Box listings available. For moving images and sound recordings, see the AV Document Database
(I0006).

Accruals

No further accruals expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Multiple media (documentary form)

Series descriptions

Ref code Title Dates Access status Container
I006-02-109 Item - Michael SchofieldPhotographed

by Roger Tyrrell
1986

I006 - HA1617 Item - Concordia University Audio-
Visual Department Staff

May 1987

I006 - HA1617 - 2 Item - Audio-Visual - Photography 1970
I006 - HA1617 - 3 Item - Audio-Visual - Mite

AvistaPhotographed by Audio-Visual
Department

1970

I006-09-017 Item - David Suzuki: Arts and Science
LectureConcordia University Loyola
Campus Audio-Visual Department

January 29,
1976

I006-09-020 Item - Convocation, June 1976Concordia
University Audio-Visual Department

June 13, 1976

I006-09-031 Item - Prelude to the Sir George Williams
University Computer Centre Riot

January 29,
1969

I006-09-035 Item - Interview with Students February 27,
1973

I006-09-258 Item - McConnell Library
InaugurationConcordia University
Audio-Visual Department

September 30,
1992
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